
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
March 13th, 2018 

 
Chairman Weiss called the meeting to order at 5:00pm with Secretary Schlie, and 
Commissioner Marotz present.  Also present was Public Works Director Elston.  Absent were 
Vice Chairman Theisen, Commissioner Novotny, City Manager Kober and Councilor Zinniel. 
 
Commissioner Marotz moved to approve the agenda. Secretary Schlie seconded the motion.  
Motion carried; Ayes 3, Nays 0. 
 
Commissioner Marotz moved to approve the minutes from the February regular meeting as 
sent.  Secretary Schlie seconded the motion.  Motion carried; Ayes 3, Nays 0. 
 
Commissioner Marotz moved to approve the invoices for February, totaling $159,565.28 and a 
supplemental list totaling $176,524.94.  Secretary Schlie seconded the motion.  Motion carried; 
Ayes 3, Nays 0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the monthly operational and financial reports for January 2018.   
  
Commissioner Marotz moved to accept the 5-year capital expenditures plan.  Secretary Schlie 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried; Ayes 3, Nays 0. 
 
A group of citizens from the 400 blocks of Walnut and Maple Streets Southwest were present 
to inquire about the power outage on February 20th that was caused by a burned connection 
on a neutral wire at the transformer that serves the homes in that block.  Those present had 
received damage to appliances and other electrical equipment in their homes.  After Public 
Works Director Elston introduced the topic and gave the Commission some background 
information, those present were invited to comment on the occurrence and present their asks 
to the Commission.  After much discussion, there were two main requests: The first was for the 
PUC to pay the deductibles of each of the customers insurance claim.  Elston repeatedly 
stated, along with individual Commissioners, that since there was NO negligence on the part of 
the Utility or its employees, there was no basis for making payment.  The Commission was 
asked to vote on the issue, however, no motion was made.  The second request was that the 
Utility make an asserted effort to replace these “split bolt” connectors throughout the city.  
Elston explained that there were literally thousands of these connections throughout the City 
but he felt it a reasonable request to place a priority on replacing these with compression type 
connections.  Elston was also asked for a copy of the letter he sent to First Security Agency 
describing what happened.  He said he would provide that to all who were there.  Elston said 
he would also make available the name and number of the adjuster who works for the Utilities 
insurance company in the event anyone had questions for him.   
 
Chairman Weiss reviewed with the Commissioners the APPA Legislative Conference in 
Washington DC that he attended. 
 
Elston notified the Commission of the change of date for the MMUA Legislative Conference in 
St. Paul.  The new dates are April 11th and 12th. 



Elston told the Commission that revenues from the CapX Brookings transmission line the PUC 
is invested in are low.  Lower than anticipated usage of the line is partly to blame.  Also, he 
said there was under recovery in 2017 that would get added to the revenues in 2018 that 
would increase future collections. 
 
Secretary Schlie moved to forgive the bill to the Chamber of Commerce for taking down 
Christmas lighting. The amount of the bill is $3,240.  Commissioner Marotz seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried; Ayes 3, Nays 0. 
 
 
Chairman Weiss adjourned the meeting at 6:27 pm, concluding all agenda business 
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