
Sleepy Eye EDA Board February Meeting Minutes 
February 28, 2022 @ Noon – City Council Chambers 

 
Mission Statement:  The mission of the Sleepy Eye Economic Development Authority is to 
maintain and improve the community through the retention and growth of business, industry, and 
services.   
 
Board Members Present: Toby Arneson, Mike Carr, Casey Coulson, Kathy Haala, Joann 
Schmidt, Gary Windschitl 
Advisory Board Members Present: Kurk Kramer, Wayne Pelzel 
Absent Members: Christina Andres, Bob Elston, Mark Kober 
 

A. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chairman Kathy Haala at 12:04PM. 
 

B. Approval of Agenda:      M/S/C - Joann, Gary 
 

C. Matt Ibberson & Jen Hinderman Discuss PMS Rentals Business Assistance Application 
and New Business Opening – 101 Main Street East 

 
D. Cody Groen PowerPoint Presentation on Little Sprouts Learning Center Proposal 

 
E. Approval/Signing of January EDA Board Meeting Minutes:   M/S/C – Joann, Casey   

 
F. Financial Reports Approved as Printed:              M/S/C – Joann, Mike 

 
G. Reports: The Chamber Director & EDA Coordinator Reports Were Not Included in 

Meeting Packet and Were Emailed to Board Members Following the Meeting 
 

H. Old Business: 
1. LSLC Update from Cody Groen, and Kurk distributed the information from 

Warren, MN on the action that community took to implement and sustain 
financial support for their childcare center.  Discussion on this information will be 
held at the March EDA Board Meeting. 

2. Kurk informed the Board that he has sent two emails to Catherine Haala asking 
about the 108 Main Street West property and the timeline requirements in the 
purchase agreement for that property.  No responses were given from her end. 
The Board then also discussed the number of other properties that are vacant and 
unused on Main Street and what type of action could be pursued in a joint effort 
by the EDA, City Council, and other community entities to make these property 
owners take some action on getting the buildings either rehabbed, active, or sold.  
This discussion will be addressed at the March 28 extended EDA Board Meeting. 

3. No update from Brown County on the former Shane’s Tire Property as far as 
going up for sale this spring. 

4. No update on the status of the cemetery in Mitchell, SD 
5. Former Orchid Inn property – Kurk is working on the possible sale of the property 
6. No update on the status of the next meeting between the EDA and HRA Boards. 

 
I. New Business: 

1. Recommendations From EDA Finance Committee – 



a. Approve Sign and Awning Application from Jadon Sellner for Big Splash Car 
& Pet Wash Sign - $1597.30    M/S/C Joann, Gary 

b. Approve Business Assistance Application from Sam Armbruster for Randy’s 
Family Drug Rehab Work - $20,000.00   M/S/C Casey, Toby 

c. Approve Business Assistance Application from Matt Ibberson for PMS 
Rentals for Rehab Work on 101 Main St. E. Property - $20,000.00  

M/S/C Mike, Joann 
2. Price Quotes from Sid’s Signs – The Board discussed the two price quotes from 

Sid’s Signs for the lettering to go on the wall in the pocket park on the corner of 
Highways 4 & 14.  The Board decided they would like to see a computer 
generated picture of what the letters would look like for the quote with the letters 
installed on the front of the wall.  They also suggested that the quote be a bit more 
affordable than what was submitted.  Tabled decision to March meeting. 

3. EDA Business Assistance Application Format – There were a number of 
reasons discussed for the Board to take a look at the EDA Business Assistance 
Application Form and make some revisions, changes, and updates.  This will be 
done over the course of the following Board meetings in 2023, so that the 2024 
applications will reflect this. 

4. TigerPath – Student-Centered Workforce Solutions – Kurk presented the 
Board with the information, details, and date for this conference.  It will be held at 
Hutchinson High School on Friday, April 28, beginning at 7:30AM.  The topics 
that will be presented that day include: Workforce Shortages, Career Pathways for 
Students, Business and Student Connections, Work-based Learning, and a few 
other related topics.  He suggested that the board consider attending with him for 
the days’ activities. 

5. The Board decided to have an extended meeting in March to spend extra time on 
the following topics: childcare, housing, rehab application revisions, downtown 
empty buildings, ideas for generating more revenue for the EDA, and a few other 
items.  The Board also requested that Kurk contact Mike Kral and ask him to 
attend the March meeting. 

6. The March meeting will take place at the Event Center on March 28, from 
4:00PM – 6:00PM. 

 
J. Adjourn: Chairman Kathy Haala adjourned the meeting at 1:17PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________  ________________________________ 
EDA Chairman, Kathy Haala   EDA Secretary/Treasurer, Gary Windschitl 


