
January 8, 2019 

 

           

     The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Sleepy Eye was held at the Sleepy Eye 

Event Center, 110 12th Avenue NE, Sleepy Eye, MN at 12:30 p.m. on the 8th day of January 

2019 per due call and notice.  Mayor Wayne Pelzel and Councilors Nathan Stevermer, Douglas 

Pelzel, Joann Schmidt, Larry Braun and Gary Windschitl were present.  Also, present were PUC 

Commissioners Bob Weiss and Wayne Novotny, City Manager Mark Kober, City Attorney 

Alissa Fischer, Public Works Director Bob Elston, Police Chief Matt Andres, EDA Director 

Kurk Kramer and City Clerk Linda Tiedeken. 

     Liza Donabauer with David Drown Associate reviewed the procedures for the interviews of 

the City Manager candidates.  Brent O’Neil had withdrawn.  Kelli Truver and Angela Grafstrom 

were interviewed by the City Council and PUC Commission.  

     Interviews were conducted from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  

     At 3 p.m. Liza Donabauer briefed the Council on the staff responses about the candidates. A 

vote was taken by the City Council and two PUC Commission members with five voting for 

Kelli Truver and two for Angela Grafstrom.  Discussion followed and Councilor Stevermer 

moved to offer the City Manager position and terms to Kelli Truver.  Councilor Schmidt 

seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

     A 15-minute break was taken at 3:50 p.m. and the meeting resumed at 4:05 p.m.   

     City Engineer Dave Palm arrived at 4 p.m. 

     Councilor Schmidt moved to approve the minutes of the December 11, 2018 regular meeting. 

Councilor Stevermer seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

     Mayor Pelzel made the following appointments to the various offices, boards, commissions 

and authorities and asked for Council approval. 

 Terms expire the 1st Regular Council Meeting of January 

   Alissa Fischer  City Attorney      2020 

   Dr. John Pelzel  Health Officer      2020    

   Matthew Ibberson   Weed Inspector      2020 

   Nichole Krenz  Park Board      2022 

   Diane Evers  Park Board      2022  

   City Manager, Sec./Treas. Hospital Board      2022 

   Darla Meyer  Hospital Board      2022 

   Darlene Tauer  Hospital Board      2022 

   Paul Theisen  Public Utilities Commission      2024  

   Jon Hansen   Airport Board      2022 

   Shaun Heiderscheidt Airport Board      2022 

   Rachel Windschitl  Library Board       2022  

   Jeff Pietig  Planning & Zoning Commission      2023 

   Gary Windschitl, City Council Economic Development Authority    2023 

   Randy Reinarts  Hsg & Redevelopment Authority      2024 

   Sara Hornbrook  Blight Committee      2022   

   Matt Vickery  Blight Committee      2022 

   Matt Ibberson  Blight Committee      2022 



   Pat Bruggeman  Blight Committee      2022  

   Brian Cook  Lake Improvement Committee      2022 

   Steve Morasch  Lake Improvement Committee      2022 

   Tom Moldaschel  Lake Improvement Committee          2022 

   Ed Treml  Lake Improvement Committee      2022 

   Matt Mathiowetz  Lake Improvement Committee      2022 

   Sam Domeier  Lake Improvement Committee          2022 

   Wayne Pelzel  Lake Improvement Committee              2022 

   Chisti Currier  Downtown Revitalization Committee   2022 

   Sara Hornbrook  Downtown Revitalization Committee   2022 

   Tom Larson  Downtown Revitalization Committee   2022 

   Kathy Krenz  Downtown Revitalization Committee   2022 

Mayor Pelzel made the following Council Committee assignments and Council Liaison Officers 

for 2019 and continue until next election: 

First named is chairman 

Road & Bridge      Finance                      Liquor                     Sanitation                      Building 

Windschitl       Stevermer                   D. Pelzel                 Braun                             Schmidt 

Stevermer              Schmidt                      Braun                     Stevermer                       Braun 

D. Pelzel                D. Pelzel                    Schmidt                  Windschitl                      Windschitl 

Council Liaison Officers  

Park Board:  Joann Schmidt 

Hospital Board:  Nathan Stevermer 

Public Utilities Commission:  Nathan Stevermer 

Airport Board:  Gary Winschitl 

Library Board:  Larry Braun 

P & Z Commission:  Douglas Pelzel 

EDA:  Joann Schmidt, Gary Windschitl 

Advisory to CATV:  Larry Braun 

Blight:  Douglas Pelzel 

Downtown:  Gary Windschitl   

Councilor Pelzel moved to approve all the above Mayor appointments as stated. Councilor 

Windschitl seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

     Councilor-elect for Ward 2 Gary Windschitl was sworn in by the City Clerk. 

     Councilor Stevermer moved to designate the Sleepy Eye Herald Dispatch as the official 

newspaper for the year 2019. Councilor Windschitl seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

     Councilor Pelzel moved to designate the First Security State Bank, Southpoint Financial 

Credit Union and Americana Community Bank the official depositories for all City funds and 

checking accounts. Councilor Schmidt seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

     Councilor Braun moved to authorize the City Manager and/or City Clerk to select financial 

institutions of choice for City investments as needed or required. Councilor Pelzel seconded the 

motion and the motion carried.   

     Fire Chief Ron Zinniel presented the following 2019 Fire Department Officers: 

   Fire Chief:  Ron Zinniel 

   1st Asst. Fire Chief:  Aaron Schauman 



   2nd Asst. Fire Chief:  Jeff Zinniel 

   Sec./Treas.:  Jesse Fischer 

   Trustee:  Clark Trebesch 

                   Shane Martinka 

                   Leon Steffl 

Chief Zinniel made the following 2019 appointments: 

   Fire Marshall:  Al Windschitl 

   Asst. Fire Marshall:  Scott Krzmarzick 

   Equipment Caretaker:  Shane Martinka 

   Building Caretaker:  Shaun Heiderscheidt 

   Fire Warden, 1st Ward:  Lynn Tessmer 

                         2nd Ward:  Mike Tauer 

   Lower Level Caretaker:  Brad Hoffmann 

   Air Pack Maintenance:  Scott Braun, Shaun Heiderscheidt 

   Thermal Imaging Cameras & Monitors:  Scott Krzmarzick 

   Historian:  Jess Fischer 

Councilor Stevermer moved to approve the Fire Department election of officers and 

appointments as stated. Councilor Pelzel seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

     Councilor Schmidt moved to authorize payment of Hospital Board salaries. Councilor Braun 

seconded the motion and the motion carried  

     Councilor Stevermer moved to approve a one-day liquor permit for 2/16/19, St Mary’s 

Church and School, 636 1st Avenue N, Caribbean Knights School Fundraiser.  Councilor 

Windschitl seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

     City Engineer Dave Palm present the following engineering report: 

A. 2020 Street & Utility Improvements Project 

• Public Improvement Hearing has been set for 

                  6:30 pm, Thursday, 1-24-19 at SE Event Center 

• Topo Survey & Existing Conditions Plans Set 

o Field work is complete for Segments 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, & 12 Orange / 

Reconstruct Streets 

o Will work on others as weather allows. 

B. 12th Ave NE & St. Mary’s St. Project 

• Work is complete with field topo survey & existing conditions 

• Still working on Costs / Funding Summary.  To include DEED & LRIP grants 

o Make sure city are eligible for both / all eligible grant funds 

• RR Correspondence 

o Jim Krieger email listed out RR work items. 

o Jim Krieger email agreed on 63’ length for concrete panels to accommodate 

sidewalk on west side of street 

• Cemetery R.O.W. / Permanent Street & Utility Easement 

o Previously met with Zeke Gehrke / Cemetery Board Chairman 

       looking at options for easement / R.O.W. agreement 

• Construction Schedule 

o 2019 RR to do work on the tracks 



o 2020 Utilities & Grade & Gravel 

o 2021 Curb & Gutter and Bituminous Surfacing 

• Plans & Specifications 

Councilor Pelzel moved to authorize the preparation of plans and specifications for the Proposed 

12th Avenue NE and St. Mary’s Street Project.  Councilor Schmidt seconded the motion and the 

motion carried.   

C. 2019 Airport CIP (Capital Improvements Plan) 

• No further update this period 

• Previous update: 

o 2020 CIP was updated 

o Funds are available on July 1, 2019 

o North Taxilane is on 2020 list 

o Airport / Runway Lighting is on the 2020 list 

▪ Waiting on Aeronautics Funding Percentage update to make decision 

on Lighting. 

D. 12th Avenue SE (Adjacent to proposed Frontier Labs Lot) 

• Previous update: 

o Plans & Specs are ready 

o Engineering estimate. is $89,000 

Councilor Stevermer moved to authorize the invitation for bids for 12th Avenue SE Project.  

Councilor Windschitl seconded the motion and the motion carried.   

E. Upcoming Brown County Highway Improvements within City Limits 

• CSAH 34 & 35 / 1st Ave. N & St. Mary’s & 3rd Ave NE 

o 2019 or 2020 Construction 

o 1st Ave N. = Full Reconstruct 

o St. Mary’s & 3rd = Mill & Overlay & Misc ADA Fixes 

o County Eng. to present to County Board for Scope / Dates 

• CSAH 33 & 34 / Prescott St. & 4th Ave NW & Rice 

o 2020 Construction 

o Mill & Overlay & Misc ADA Fixes 

• CSAH 35 / 1st Ave. S. & Southdale 

o 2024 Construction 

o Full Reconstruction 

Councilor Pelzel moved to request Brown County to replace the planking on the 1st Avenue 

North RR crossing with the project.  Councilor Windschilt seconded the motin and the motion 

carried. 

F. Brown County Ditch Systems, Re-determinations 

• Received another meeting notice. 

o Redetermination of CD 5.  SE Lake Area 

o Meeting is 1-24-19 @ 9:00 a.m. Brown County Building 

 

     City Manager Kober presented the Finance Committee’s report and recommendation of a 3% 

wage increase and adjustments for non-union and non-association city employees for 2019.  

Councilor Schmidt moved to approve the 2019 wage adjustment.   Councilor Windschitl 

seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

     Miscellaneous correspondence was included in agenda packets. 



     Councilor Pelzel moved to file the December Police Report.  Councilor Stevermer seconded 

the motion and the motion carried. 

     Councilor Schmidt moved to approve the December Cash Fund Balances as of 12/31/19.  

Councilor Braun seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

     Councilor Pelzel moved to approve and allow payment of the monthly bills in the amount of 

$1,194,940.38 as presented.  Councilor Stevermer seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

There was no other business. 

The meeting was properly adjourned at 4:57 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                  ___________________________________  

                                           Wayne Pelzel, Mayor 

 

 

________________________ 

Linda Tiedeken, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 


